
The Power of Pentecost

By James H. Boyd 

Before I get started this morning, I would like to take time to dedicate this message to the Lord, of course, but also to a man who was a true spiritual father to me, and who introduced me to many of the truths I’ll be sharing with you in this message, Pastor Roscoe Oxendine. 

I’m sure that most of us here would agree that this Pentecostal/charismatic/Full Gospel message has had a very profound impact on our lives. You may come from a long line of Spirit-filled believers and if you do, that’s great! Or you may be the first one in your family. That’s a special thing too. It means that you are a pioneer! Don’t ever let anyone put you down for believing in these truths. 

Do you ever get asked whether or not you handle snakes? I don’t hear that as often as I used I used to, but that stereotype still pops up from time to time. Now to those of you who may be visiting, you can rest easy. We don’t do that here. But I read a great book not long ago called “Salvation on Sand Mountain” that was written by a journalist who spent some time covering snake handling churches. Has anyone ever read it?
 One of the things he describes is a man who was actually bitten by a snake he was handling. So the man proceeds to stick his fingers into the snake’s mouth and yank out his fangs! Now that’s hardcore! 

  For the record, this is absolutely NOT taught in any mainline Pentecostal or charismatic church.  People who practice these sort of things base it Mark 16:18, which states that believers "... shall take up serpents."  But these verses are simply stating that as a Christian, you do have a right to claim divine protection from snakebites, like Paul did in Acts 28:1-5.  But as for deliberately picking them up and playing with them, just remember what Jesus said in Matthew 4:7: “Thou shalt not tempt the Lord.” 

  Has anyone ever called you a “holy roller?” You know, I’ve been running with this crowd for a long time, and I’ve only known one man who you could really call a bonafied “holy roller.” I won’t use his name, but lets just call him “Brother H.” If you talk to Brother H, you would notice that he was a rather quiet, shy man. But everyone in the church knew when it was time for him to testify, get out of the way! 

He would start off in his normal voice, but soon he would get louder and louder, moving his arms in a windmill motion. Eventually, he would run a couple of laps up and down the aisles, and hit the ground in a “Holy breakdance!” 

Now was that excessive? Maybe a little, but I’ll tell you this: Everyone there would be inspired by this man who would totally abandon himself in worshipping God. And let’s be honest: When we think someone is going “too far” in God, isn’t that usually because deep down, we know we w are not going far enough? Brother H was and is a sincere man whose passion for God was so strong that you couldn’t help but be moved by it. 

Lets talk for a minute about this word “passion.” Danish philosopher Soren Keirkegaard observed that the biggest threat to Christianity was not so much blatant sin as it was the lack of passion. Even those who may disagree with us in some areas would still acknowledge that the Pentecostal/Charismatic movement has brought some much-needed passion back to the Body of Christ.
We have gone from being the backwoods laughingstocks of the Body of Christ to being the fastest-growing religious movement in the world today. Some of you may be familiar with George Barna, who is a Christian pollster who monitors trends within the church. A 2008 report by The Barna Group states that in America, a slight majority (51%) of all born again Christians identifies themselves as either Pentecostal or charismatic. That includes 46% of Protestants and 36% of Catholics. Certainly we can thank God for that. But at the same time, it also has its drawbacks. 

We see that in the high profile ministry scandals in recent decades. Some of you may disagree with me, but I believe that most of the ministers started out as good men with genuine calls of God on their lives. For example, in the early days of Jimmy Swaggart’s ministry, he was offered a big money contract to go into country music. At the time, he and his family were living out of their car eating bologna sandwiches. He had no idea that his ministry would go to the heights that it did. But he turned that contract down because he didn’t want to turn his back on God’s call. But like the others, he was thrust into the spotlight in a way he wasn’t ready for. Its been said that many great ministries have been brought down by the three “Gs”- Gold, girls and glory and that is something we have to guard against. 

 Now after that lengthier than normal introduction, lets get into the Word. And as usual, unless I tell you otherwise, I’ll be reading from the New Living translation.  Turn with me to the Gospel of John, chapter 12, verses 23 and 24: 

Jesus replied, “Now the time has come for the Son of Man to enter into his glory. I tell you the truth, unless a kernel of wheat is planted in the soil and dies, it remains alone. But its death will produce many new kernels—a plentiful harvest of new lives.” 

And from the Amplified Bible:

And Jesus answered them, The time has come for the Son of Man to be glorified and exalted. 

  I assure you, most solemnly I tell you, Unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains [just one grain; it never becomes more but lives] by itself alone. But if it dies, it produces many others and yields a rich harvest.

How many of you will agree with me that Jesus didn’t waste words? If He is going to use the analogy of a seed germinating to illustrate what He would do on the cross, there would have to be a logical progression to that. With that in mind, lets look at Acts chapter one, verse 1-11: 

1 In my first book[a] I told you, Theophilus, about everything Jesus began to do and teach 2 until the day he was taken up to heaven after giving his chosen apostles further instructions through the Holy Spirit. 3 During the forty days after his crucifixion, he appeared to the apostles from time to time, and he proved to them in many ways that he was actually alive. And he talked to them about the Kingdom of God. 

 4 Once when he was eating with them, he commanded them, “Do not leave Jerusalem until the Father sends you the gift he promised, as I told you before. 5 John baptized with[b] water, but in just a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 

 6 So when the apostles were with Jesus, they kept asking him, “Lord, has the time come for you to free Israel and restore our kingdom?” 

 7 He replied, “The Father alone has the authority to set those dates and times, and they are not for you to know. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

9 After saying this, he was taken up into a cloud while they were watching, and they could no longer see him. 10 As they strained to see him rising into heaven, two white-robed men suddenly stood among them. 11 “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why are you standing here staring into heaven? Jesus has been taken from you into heaven, but someday he will return from heaven in the same way you saw him go!” 

  Here we are seeing Jesus’ parting words to His disciples. He has died, He has risen from the dead and He is about to go back to Heaven. He has given them the Great Commission to go into all the world and preach the Gospel. But when we put this with it, we see that He is emphasizing “Don’t do it yet. Wait until the Holy Spirit has empowered you. You can’t do this on your own.” They had tried it, and they wound up denying Jesus and running away in fear. He knew that they would not be in any condition to carry on His work in their own power. They would need supernatural empowerment to do it. 

We see this come to fruition in chapter two, which is a very familiar passage to most of us. I’ll begin reading in verse one: 

1 On the day of Pentecost[a] all the believers were meeting together in one place. 2 Suddenly, there was a sound from heaven like the roaring of a mighty windstorm, and it filled the house where they were sitting. 3 Then, what looked like flames or tongues of fire appeared and settled on each of them. 4 And everyone present was filled with the Holy Spirit and began speaking in other languages,[b] as the Holy Spirit gave them this ability. 

 5 At that time there were devout Jews from every nation living in Jerusalem. 6 When they heard the loud noise, everyone came running, and they were bewildered to hear their own languages being spoken by the believers. 

 7 They were completely amazed. “How can this be?” they exclaimed. “These people are all from Galilee, 8 and yet we hear them speaking in our own native languages! 9 Here we are—Parthians, Medes, Elamites, people from Mesopotamia, Judea, Cappadocia, Pontus, the province of Asia, 10 Phrygia, Pamphylia, Egypt, and the areas of Libya around Cyrene, visitors from Rome 11 (both Jews and converts to Judaism), Cretans, and Arabs. And we all hear these people speaking in our own languages about the wonderful things God has done!” 

This was a harvest festival known as “Shavuot” or Pentecost, which means “weeks.” It is set up to be seven weeks after the beginning of Passover. If you’d like to study the background you can find it in Leviticus 23:15-16 and Deuteronomy 16:9-10. Pentecost was one of three Pilgrim Festivals celebrated by the Jews, the other two being Passover itself, and the Feast of Tabernacles. By timing it this way, the Holy Spirit saw to it that an international assembly would be there to witness this event.

Pentecost is, and don’t miss this, where we first see the kernel of wheat that fell to the ground come to fruition. This is what is generally recognized to be the beginning of the New Covenant, the birthday of the church.
Now believers of our persuasion have a special connection to this. That is because we believe that what the church experienced on the Day of Pentecost is still available to all believers today. We believe in this experience, called the Baptism in the Holy Spirit. This is an empowering, as Jesus said, to be His witnesses in the earth.

You may recall back in John 20:22 that Jesus had “breathed” on His disciples 

And told them to “receive ye the Holy Ghost” (I like to word “Holy Spirit” better than “Holy Ghost.” God is not a spook. If you say Holy Ghost, I won’t fuss at you. The Greek word, “pneuma” is the same. That’s just my personal preference). But this word “breathed” is very interesting. This particular Greek word is only seen one other time in the entire Bible: In the Septuagint, which is the Greek translation of the Old Testament, it is used when God “breathed” His breath of life into man. So just like God breathed His breath of life into man at creation, He breathed the breath of new life into man at Pentecost. 

Let’s look back at verse 4: 

And everyone present was filled with the Holy Spirit and began speaking in other languages (or other tongues),[b] as the Holy Spirit gave them this ability. 

And the Pentecostal distinction is this: We believe that the baptism in the Holy Spirit is always accompanied by the physical evidence of speaking in other tongues. Now there are understandably a couple of questions that usually come up when we get to this point. The first one is this: “But don’t I get the Holy Spirit when I get saved?”  And the answer is absolutely! 

When you are born again, the Holy Spirit comes to indwell you. But it doesn’t stop there. To say that is all of the Holy Spirit you will ever receive greatly limits His work in our lives, amen? If you take a drink of water, the water is in you. But if you jump into a swimming pool, then you are in the water. Do you see the distinction? We get a “drink” of the Spirit when we are first born again, but when we are baptized in the Spirit, we are immersed into Him in a way we have never been before!

Another question is “…but doesn’t the Bible say that not all will speak in tongues?” Of course, they are quoting from 1 Corinthians 12:30, where the apostle Paul hypothetically asks “Do all speak with tongues?” We will look at these verses shortly, but speaking in tongues is a very multi-faceted jewel. There are different manifestations of it. Will all Christians speak in tongues as a public ministry the way 1 Corinthians describes? Of course not. But as we will see, there are other forms of it that are absolutely available to all believers. And it all begins with the baptism of the Holy Spirit. 

Is there a Scripture passage that explicitly says that tongues are always the evidence of the Baptism? No, we admittedly have to build that case on inference, but that is a legitimate method of Bible interpretation. 
Lets look at 2 Corinthians 13:1: 

“This is the third time I am coming to visit you (and as the Scriptures say, ‘The facts of every case must be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses‘). ” 

So we see here one of the key principles of Bible interpretation: Any doctrine must be founded on at least two Scripture passages (and please keep them in context. Don’t take “Judas went out and hung himself” and put it with “Go and do thou likewise”). But seriously, using this principle as our guide when we study this subject, we see that the inference is overwhelming. The Book of Acts records six incidents of people receiving the Baptism. Each time, it either specifically says they spoke in tongues, or strongly implies that they did.  

For example, in Acts 2:1-4-As we stated earlier, of the 120 people who received the Spirit at Pentecost, every one of them, without exception, spoke in tongues (including, interestingly, Mary, the Mother of Jesus.) 

Next turn to Acts chapter 8, starting with verse 14:

14 When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that the people of Samaria had accepted God’s message, they sent Peter and John there. 15 As soon as they arrived, they prayed for these new believers to receive the Holy Spirit. 16 The Holy Spirit had not yet come upon any of them, for they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 17 Then Peter and John laid their hands upon these believers, and they received the Holy Spirit. 

 18 When Simon saw that the Spirit was given when the apostles laid their hands on people, he offered them money to buy this power. 19 “Let me have this power, too,” he exclaimed, “so that when I lay my hands on people, they will receive the Holy Spirit!” 

 20 But Peter replied, “May your money be destroyed with you for thinking God’s gift can be bought! 21 You can have no part in this, for your heart is not right with God. 22 Repent of your wickedness and pray to the Lord. Perhaps he will forgive your evil thoughts, 23 for I can see that you are full of bitter jealousy and are held captive by sin.” 

 24 “Pray to the Lord for me,” Simon exclaimed, “that these terrible things you’ve said won’t happen to me!”

Here the apostles receive the news of the Gospel spreading into Samaria. Upon hearing this, they immediately sent Peter and John to pray for them, so that they could receive the Holy Spirit. While they are ministering to these believers, a sorcerer named Simon sees this miraculous event, and offers Peter and John money for the ability to impart the Holy Spirit to others. Of course, Peter sharply rebukes him, telling him he has no part or lot in this matter (verse 20.) Although this account does not specifically mention tongues, it is important to notice two things: 

1. In verse 18, Simon SAW that the Holy Spirit was being given so  there must have been some sort of tangible evidence of what had happened.
2. In verse 20, when Peter tells Simon that he has no part or lot in this matter, it is interesting to note that the word "matter" in the Greek can also be translated "utterance!" Simon had no part or lot in the UTTERANCE that he saw. 

  Keeping these two things in mind, as well as comparing this event with others like it in Scripture, I believe it is perfectly safe to say that the evidence that Simon saw was the utterance in tongues of those who whose lives were being transformed. 

Next lets look at Acts chapter 9, verses 17-18:

17 So Ananias went and found Saul. He laid his hands on him and said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road, has sent me so that you might regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18 Instantly something like scales fell from Saul’s eyes, and he regained his sight. Then he got up and was baptized.

This event is right after Paul’s dramatic encounter with God on the road to Damascus, God sends a man named Ananias, so that Paul, who had been blinded during the encounter, might "receive his sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghost ." Although this particular passage does not state that Paul spoke in tongues, we know he did because he later wrote in 1 Corinthians 14:18 "I thank my God I speak in tongues more than you all ." 

Now on to Acts 10, verses 44-46:

44 Even as Peter was saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who were listening to the message. 45 The Jewish believers[a] who came with Peter were amazed that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles, too. 46 For they heard them speaking in tongues and praising God.
Cornelius and his family were the first Gentiles (non Jews) to ever become Christians. Cornelius had been seeking God, who sends an angel to tell him to seek out the Apostle Peter, who, at the same time, was told by the Holy Spirit that Cornelius' men were looking for him. Peter obediently goes to visit Cornelius, and shares the Gospel with him and his family. While Peter was preaching to them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues . The Jewish believers were astonished at this, because this Gentile family had received the Holy Spirit just like they had. Notice that when they witnessed this, THE evidence that they recognized (verse 46) was that "they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify God.". 

  Next, lets look at Acts 19:2-7:

2 “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” he asked them. 

   “No,” they replied, “we haven’t even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” 

 3 “Then what baptism did you experience?” he asked. 

   And they replied, “The baptism of John.” 

 4 Paul said, “John’s baptism called for repentance from sin. But John himself told the people to believe in the one who would come later, meaning Jesus.” 

 5 As soon as they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6 Then when Paul laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they spoke in other tongues and prophesied. 7 There were about twelve men in all.

 This passage is pretty self-explanatory. These believers that Paul encountered  had never even heard of the Holy Spirit. First, notice that since they had not received the baptism, they were lacking something very important, amen? Paul then gives them some further instruction, baptizes them in water, and lays hands on them to receive the Holy Spirit. When they do, they speak in tongues, and prophesy. 

Now its important to remember that while speaking in tongues is the initial evidence of the Baptism, it is certainly not the only evidence. Sometimes, especially in big crusades where they are trying to minister to large numbers of people, its almost like “Say ‘yabba-dabba-doo.’ OK, you are filled with the Spirit. Next!” I know I’m exaggerating a little, but you get the point. Yes, tongues are an important part of it. But if you are truly Spirit filled, your life will bear it out. 

In the Book of First Corinthians, we see a church that featured lots of tongue-talking, but Paul had to scold them harshly for being carnal. Corinth was a very immoral city that has been called the “Red Light District” of the ancient world. Unfortunately, the church there was not exempt from that either. We further read that people in this church were getting drunk at the communion service and tolerating a man having an affair with his stepmother! So the tongues in themselves did not necessarily mean that the people were living holy lives. That’s important to remember. Someone may be able to come to church and go through the motions, but  if they are living like the devil the rest of the week, obviously, that is a sign of a deeper problem. 

Some of you may be asking “What is this speaking in tongues business all about? Why would I want to do that?” Turn to 1 Corinthians chapter 14, verses 14-15. This time I’m reading from the King James translation:

14For if I pray in an unknown tongue, my spirit prayeth, but my understanding is unfruitful. 

 15What is it then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will pray with the understanding also: I will sing with the spirit, and I will sing with the understanding also.

Here we see the biblical precedent for what we sometimes call our “prayer language,” that is, when we talk to God in a way that surpasses our human understanding. That may seem strange to you, but most of us here can testify that it is an experience that will change your life! 

Praying in tongues has been humorously compared to Popeye eating a can of spinach! Just like the spinach gives him an immediate boost of strength, so will our prayer language strengthen and build up our spiritual lives. In this same chapter, lets go back to verse 1

1Follow after charity, and desire spiritual gifts, but rather that ye may prophesy. 

 2For he that speaketh in an unknown tongue speaketh not unto men, but unto God: for no man understandeth him; howbeit in the spirit he speaketh mysteries. 

 3But he that prophesieth speaketh unto men to edification, and exhortation, and comfort. 

 4He that speaketh in an unknown tongue edifieth himself; but he that prophesieth edifieth the church. 

So here you see in verse 4 that speaking in other tongues will edify you. The word “edify” means “to build up, to strengthen, to recharge.” But backing up to verse 2, we see that as we pray in this manner, we are in fact, tapping into the supernatural “mysteries” of God. I want us to really focus in on this word “mystery.” The Greek word is mystērion And the definition is strong meat!  Listen to this:

Strong’s Greek Lexicon defines it as “a hidden purpose or counsel…secrets confided only to the initiated.” Listen to how Vine’s Expository Dictionary defines it: “…that which, being outside the range of unassisted natural apprehension, can be made known only by Divine revelation and is made known…to those only who are illuminated by His Spirit.” 

Friends, do you get what the Holy Spirit is telling us here? Obviously, there are many parts of the Spiritual realm that are far beyond our natural abilities. For example, Paul prays in Galatians that we would know the love of Christ which passes all human knowledge. But God is giving us a way here to know the otherwise unknowable.

Next, turn with me to Romans, chapter 8. I want us to look at one of the most beloved, yet misquoted, promises in the entire Bible. Look down to verse 28: 

“And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him,[j] who[k] have been called according to his purpose” 

Praise God, this is a promise that has brought hope and comfort to countless believers throughout the centuries. Yet most off the time it gets quoted completely out of context. Lets look up a couple of verses, starting with verse 26: 

“… the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express. 2 

A respected Greek scholar named P.C. Nelson points out to us that this is best defined as “groaning which cannot be uttered in articulate speech.” Now on to verse 27: 

“And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints in accordance with God's will.” 

As you think about that, keep in mind how Hebrews 7:25 tells us that Jesus ever lives to make intercession for us. And according to these other verses, the Holy Spirit is interceding to the Father for us as well. We have a prayer meeting of all three members of the Godhead on our behalf, and these verses are showing us how we can get in on it!  This is how all things will work together for our good. This is how we can partake of the mysteries of God that are unavailable to the uninitiated. This is how we can know the otherwise unknowable. Friends you need this, more than you could ever imagine. This is one of the most important truths you will ever learn as a Christian: You need to pray in other tongues every day of your life! 

And in addition, this is also the doorway through which we can enter the other realms of God’s revelation, which we know as the Gifts of the Holy Spirit. I’m thankful that in today’s church, there is an increased interest in the gifts. Donald Gee said it well:

In the realm of Christian experience, there is one whole “continent of truth” still largely unexplored, and that is the Holy Spirit. In spite of much that has been written, there is dissatisfaction with many doctrines about the Spirit of God. Christians cannot remain satisfied with vague aspirations and pious platitudes, for there is a rich field of spiritual territory that ought not to remain unexplored and left uncertain. It should be boldly surveyed and accurately charted so Christians may know what is truly theirs in Christ.

And that is exactly what we are trying to do this morning, amen? 
With that in mind, turn with me to 1 Corinthians chapter 12, beginning with verse 1. Again, I’m reading from the King James: 

1Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I would not have you ignorant.

At one time, that seemed to be one of the things that the church was most ignorant of. But praise God, that is changing! 

Some of you may notice that the word “gifts” here is italicized in some of your translations. That is because the word was not in the original Greek text, but it was added by the translators for clarification. It would be better worded “concerning spiritual things” or “things pertaining to the Spirit.” But as we read further, several verses do use the Greek word charismata which does in fact mean “gift.” Now verse 2:

2Ye know that ye were Gentiles, carried away unto these dumb idols, even as ye were led. 

 3Wherefore I give you to understand, that no man speaking by the Spirit of God calleth Jesus accursed: and that no man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost. 

 4Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 

Notice  that there are “diversities” of gifts. While we normally think of nine specific gifts discussed in this passage that we will get to shortly, it is better understood that there are nine subcategories of these diverse gifting. OK, verse 5:

 5And there are differences of administrations, but the same Lord. 

 6And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same God which worketh all in all. 

 7But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal (and “manifestation of the Spirit” comes from the Greek word phanerosis which means “ a shining forth” of the Spirit).. 

 8For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; 

 9To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit (notice here that “gifts” is plural. This in itself shows that there are more than nine gifts); 

 10To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues: 

 11But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will. 

 12For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ. 

There are those who try to categorize the gifts in strictly humanistic terms, saying that those with the gifts of healing are doctors, or those who speak in tongues are foreign language interpreters. Those are obviously noble professions, but that doesn’t fit the context of these verses. The gifts being described are supernatural, imparted directly by the spirit of God.

I’m going to give you a brief explanation of each of these gifts that are listed here. Obviously, time prohibits us from studying them as in-depth as I would like to this morning, but hopefully this will whet your appetite to study them further on your own.

Word of Wisdom- Proverbs tells us that wisdom is the principle thing. But as important as human wisdom is, the gift of wisdom is more than that. This gift is when God gives supernatural wisdom into what to do in a given situation. Remember when Mary and Joseph had to hide in Egypt when Jesus was a baby and Herod was trying to kill him? An angel supernaturally revealed to Joseph when it was safe to go back home. The word of wisdom operates very similarly to that. Another example would be in Acts 6 when the early church received special guidance on how to care for widows who were being neglected. Friends, God is practical and He has provided supernatural wisdom for His church if we will listen to Him.

Word of Knowledge- The word of knowledge is very similar in some ways to the word of wisdom. It is God revealing secret knowledge about a particular situation. Colossian 2:3 tells us that “all treasures of wisdom and knowledge are hidden with the Lord” and this gift gives us a special look at that. A biblical example would be Jesus talking with the woman at the well and receiving special insight into the woman’s life that transformed her dramatically.

One very touching modern account of this gift was a minister receiving a word that young lady in the congregation had been hurt when her boyfriend didn’t get her a Valentine’s Day card. Sure enough, a teenage girl responded and received ministry. Isn’t that beautiful? God cares about our lives more than we can ever imagine, amen? 

Faith- This is a gift that we must be very careful how we define. All Christian have to have faith. Ephesians 2:8-9 says that we are saved by grace through faith, so without this kind of faith you can’t be a Christian in the first place. Hebrews 11:6 tells us that without faith we cannot please God. So this kind of faith is a non-negotiable part of the Christian life.
The gift of faith is different. It is a special anointing of exceptionally strong, unshakable faith that God gives in specific situations for special purposes. For example, in 1 Kings chapter 18, we see Elijah’s dramatic showdown with the prophets of Baal. This took faith if anything ever did. But in the very next chapter, we see Elijah fleeing for his life and praying to die. So apparently, the faith that sustained him against the false prophets was a special endowment that was lifted afterward. Elijah then had to re-learn to trust God in a more day-to-day manner.

Gifts of Healing- Of the ministry of Jesus we have recorded in the Gospels, roughly two thirds of it involved divine healing. We see it continue mightily through the Book of Acts in the early church. 

All Christians can and should minister healing to the sick. Jesus said in Mark 16 that would be a normative sign to follow believers. The Book of James further instructs the elders of the church to pray for the sick. But again, there are those who have a special anointing to minister in this manner.

Now there are some misunderstandings about how the gifts of healing operate. Sometimes people say “If you believe in healing, then go empty out the hospitals.” But keep in mind that even Jesus Himself could not operate in this gift at will. Mark 6:5 tells us about a situation where He could do no mighty works because of the people’s unbelief. So the recipient’s faith is a factor in his/her ability to receive their healing.

This does not, in any way, preclude the use of doctors and medical science. God used a physician named Luke to write two books in the New Testament. Many believe he was one of the early medical missionaries. So God has provided several ways to get healing to His people, and the gifts of healing recorded here are an important part of that.

Working of miracles- The gift of working of miracles is, in some ways, closely related to the gifts of healing, but it is broader in scope. Not all healings are miracles, and not all miracles are healings. A person gets a cold. They go to bed, eat their chicken soup and in a few days they get well. That may not be classified as a miraculous healing, but it is no less a gift of God. He is simply working through the natural healing mechanisms that He put into our bodies when He created them.

But when God acts in our lives in a way that supersedes or overrides natural law, that does fall into the category of a miracle. An airplane can fly because the law of lift overrides the law of gravity. That is the key to understanding miracles. God created natural law and He can supersede it as He wills. A biblical example would be Jesus walking on water. Another one would be when He stilled the storm.

Prophecy- 1 Corinthians 14:3 tells us that the gift of prophecy is speaking under special revelation from God words of encouragement and comfort. It can, but doesn’t always, deal with future events.

Of all the gifts, this is probably the one that is most easily abused. Lets look at a few things that it is NOT:

The gift of prophecy is NOT a Christianized version of the psychic hotlines you used to see on late night TV. There are web sites where you can go get a so-called “prophetic word.” Don’t pay any attention to that kind of nonsense. 

The gift of prophecy is NOT adding to the Bible. The canon of Scripture is closed, and anyone claiming to give prophecies on par with Scripture (i.e. Joseph Smith) should be firmly rejected as a false prophet. Also, personal prophecies cannot be sources of doctrine. This got Benny Hinn into trouble once for saying that the godhead has nine members. To his credit, he did repudiate that, but you see the danger that poses. 

Operating in the gift of prophecy does NOT mean a person operates in the ministry office of a prophet. The five-fold ministry, including the prophet are recorded in Ephesians 4:11 and are special leadership gifts to the church that are by divine calling only. But 1 Corinthians 14:31 says that all believers can prophesy under very strict guidelines.

1 Corinthians 14:29 says that prophesies are to be judged. This tells us that this gift is primarily to be used in a church setting under accountability to the church’s leadership. Have you ever encountered a “parking lot prophet” who comes up and claims to have a “word” for you? If someone ever does that, tell them to come with you to find the pastor or a trusted Christian leader to judge the prophecy. If they won’t do that, don’t give them the time of day. 

Lives can be devastated by this sort of thing. I am reminded of one minister who I feel handled this situation quite well. When asked by a woman if he "had a word from the Lord for her," he opened his Bible and said "Yeah, read yours!"

Discerning of spirits- This gift deals with the ability to see supernaturally into the spirit realm. You’ll notice that when Jesus ministered to people, He had special insight into what was going on behind the scenes. If a sickness was caused by a demon, He would cast it out. If it was some other factor, He knew how to deal with it. This is the gift of discernment in action. 
Remember in Acts 16, there was a girl following the disciples around, shouting that “These men are servants of the Most High God, and they have come to tell you how to be saved.” What she was saying was absolutely true. But as it turned out, she was a fortune teller and was demon-possessed. Paul saw that and cast the demon out of her. I believe he got that revelation through the gift of discerning of spirits.  

The Bible tells us that, in the last days there will be an increase in demonic activity, false miracles and lying signs and wonders. In light of that, the gift of discernment is more important than ever, amen?
I’ll combine the final two gifts since they operate in conjunction with each other.

Speaking in tongues, in this setting, is a supernatural utterance in a language unknown to the speaker.  1 Corinthians 14:5 tells us that, when combined with the gift of interpretation, it is equal to prophesy so it must be subject to the same guidelines as prophesy. 1 Corinthians 14:22 further tells us that tongues are a sign to unbelievers.

Now I mentioned earlier that there are different manifestations of tongues. The gift of tongues here is a very different thing than the prayer language we talked about earlier. While the gift of tongues is a sign to unbelievers, some of the instances in Acts where people received their prayer language didn’t have any unbelievers present. The gift of tongues has to be interpreted, but 1 Corinthians 14:28 shows that it is not necessary to interpret your prayer language. And while not everyone will be used in the ministry gift of tongues, we clearly saw earlier how the prayer language is something that all Christians should have.

So there you have a brief overview of the gifts, and every one of them are available to us as Spirit-filled believers. Three times in the Book of 1 Corinthians we are told to “covet” the gifts or in the Greek, to “pursue them with passion.” Friends, that’s a command, not an option. 

People sometimes ask “what is the greatest gift?” or “Which is the most important of the gifts?” The answer is simple: Whichever one is needed at the time. If you need supernatural wisdom, then the word of wisdom is the most important in that instance. If you need a healing, then that would be the greatest of the gifts. 

So its easy to wonder, since this is taught so prominently in the Bible, why hasn’t the entire church world embraced it? Although there are more Spirit filled, tongue-talking Christians in the world now than ever before, there is still some resistance in the denominational church world. 

  Many of us, myself included, come from denominational backgrounds, and denominations can be both a help and a hindrance in our relationship with God. On one hand, denominations provide us with structure and that’s good. God is a god of order. Also, since different denominations emphasize different aspects of God’s nature, we can help to check and balance each other. But at the same time, never forget that denominations are man made. When the denomination,  rather than the Word of God, becomes our ultimate source of truth, obviously that’s a problem. 

  I heard a story about a man in a certain denomination who received the baptism in the Holy Spirit, and it didn’t go over too well with his church’s leadership. In fact, one of the leaders held up a copy of their denomination’s handbook and said “What you’re doing is not taught in this book.” The man responded by holding up his Bible and saying “…but its taught in THIS Book!” What more could really be said?

One common objection is that the gifts I’ve told you about are no longer available today. There are different theories on why that is, but the usual explanation is that they ceased with the completion of the Bible. Lets look at the passage they base that on, 1 Corinthians 13, beginning with verse 8. The King James says that:

8Charity (or love) never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away. 

 9For we know in part, and we prophesy in part. 

 10But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away. 

11When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but when I became a man, I put away childish things. 

 12For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known. 

 13And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity.

Now this passage does tell us that there will be a time when prophesy, tongues and things like that will cease. But when will that happen?  According to verse 10, it will be “…when that which is perfect is come.” Now the Bible is perfect, but nowhere in these passages is the Bible mentioned. Verse 12 further describes the day when we see face to face, not face to page. This is plainly referring to the return of Christ. When He returns, we will see everything clearly and the gifts will no longer be needed.. I Corinthians 1:7 further tells us that “…we are not  to  lack any spiritual gift as we eagerly wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed.” So until that day, the supernatural gifts of the Spirit are to be a regular part of our lives.

So why hasn’t it always been that way? Turn with me now back to the Old Testament to the Book of Judges, chapter six, beginning with verse 11: 

11 Then the angel of the Lord came and sat beneath the great tree at Ophrah, which belonged to Joash of the clan of Abiezer. Gideon son of Joash was threshing wheat at the bottom of a winepress to hide the grain from the Midianites. 12 The angel of the Lord appeared to him and said, “Mighty hero, the Lord is with you!” 

13 “Sir,” Gideon replied, “if the Lord is with us, why has all this happened to us? And where are all the miracles our ancestors told us about? Didn’t they say, ‘The Lord brought us up out of Egypt’? But now the Lord has abandoned us and handed us over to the Midianites.” 

14 Then the Lord turned to him and said, “Go with the strength you have, and rescue Israel from the Midianites. I am sending you!” 

 There are lots of sermons you could preach out of this passage, but the point I want to make is that the Bible itself does acknowledge that there will be times when the supernatural power of God will be more prominent than others. When we don’t see it as much as we would like to, it says that we are to go with the strength that we have. But even then, that doesn’t mean that the power of God is not there. Church history itself bears that out. There have certainly been times that the gifts seem to have been strangely absent from the life of the church. But even during times when the gifts were not as prominent, there are still many ancient church documents that record miraculous healings, prophecies and tongues. The decline has largely been due to the fact that, for various reasons, the church stopped obeying God’s command to pursue the gifts. 

But that changed in the early twentieth century with the outbreak of the Pentecostal movement. Many of you are familiar with the great Azusa Street revival in which God brought new light on these long-neglected truths. In subsequent years, it took on different forms, such as the post World War II healing revival and in the late 1960s, an Episcopal clergyman named Dennis Bennett was baptized in the Holy Spirit and that introduced it to the denominational world.

Friends, never forget this: Truth knows no denominational boundaries. No brother or sister in Christ is our enemy. Jack Hayford said it well: 

"…genuine spiritual fullness is bridge building. To be fully Pentecostal means being open to the fullness and breadth of the church. If you have a commitment to building the kingdom of God, you have to be committed to the church beyond the sector you're in." 

…and I’m thankful that we have a pastor who epitomizes this, amen?

Whatever your background may be, embracing the Spirit-filled life will not do away with any of the truth you may have learned in your denominational church. Truth builds on other truth. Thank God for the truth you already know. But there is plenty more where that came from, amen? 

But there are those who just think this stuff is weird. But even that is not unusual. If you will remember, when the Spirit was first poured out at Pentecost, spectators thought the people were drunk! But just because something may be unusual or new to us, doesn’t necessarily mean that its not God.

For example, sometimes we see people get “slain in the Spirit” when the fall to the floor under the power of God. Some say “what if they are faking it?” Well, if they are, so what? If they just want to lay down in the floor, I don’t suppose they’re really hurting anything. You might get tired sometime and decide you want to lay down in the floor!

But there is a more serious concern about when these things are done in a manipulative way. Have you ever been in a prayer line and if you didn’t fall, the person praying for you would give you a push? Once I was in a meeting with a fairly well known preacher. At the end of the service, he had prayer for the sick and I went down to be prayed for. When I got to the front, he stood to my left side and just looked at me for a minute. I noticed that he happened to be wearing a large ring on his hand. Suddenly, he yelled out “IN THE NAME OF JESUS” and hit me in the head with that ring! I fell down all right, but it wasn’t exactly a spiritual experience! 

But just because there are hucksters who exploit these things doesn’t mean that they don’t really happen. We have several Bible examples of people falling under the power of God. In John 18:6, when Jesus identified Himself to the mob that had come to arrest Him, the impact of that proclamation knocked them all to the ground. In Acts 9:4, when Saul of Tarsus had his dramatic encounter with Jesus on Damascus road, the brilliance of the vision knocked him over. In Revelation 1:17, when Jesus appeared to the Apostle John on the Isle of Patmos, John "fell at His feet as one dead.” 

And this is another important thing to remember: Just because there may really be excess and abuse in a movement does not mean that God is not in it. Earlier I mentioned the many problems in the Corinthian church, but in spite of that Paul never said that the spiritual gifts they were experiencing were not real.  God moves through flawed, flesh and blood human beings. Does He always approve 

Of what we do with it? Obviously not, but He chooses to use us in spite of ourselves, amen?

  Remember the “Toronto Blessing” that was the big rage about fifteen years ago? If you don’t, it was a revival that prominently featured things like “holy laughter” and people making animal noises. I really wasn’t sure what to make of it, but I watched a panel discussion about it on a Christian TV program and one of the participants raised a good point. He suggested that the Holy Spirit was coming upon people who may not have been properly trained in how to operate in the gifts, and the just respond in the way they know how. 

Be teachable, but don’t be gullible. We can avoid a lot of these problems by keeping our focus in the right place. In closing, lets turn back to Acts,  chapter 2

Beginning with verse 14:

14 Then Peter stepped forward with the eleven other apostles and shouted to the crowd, “Listen carefully, all of you, fellow Jews and residents of Jerusalem! Make no mistake about this. 15 These people are not drunk, as some of you are assuming. Nine o’clock in the morning is much too early for that. 16 No, what you see was predicted long ago by the prophet Joel:

 17 ‘In the last days,’ God says,

      ‘I will pour out my Spirit upon all people.

   Your sons and daughters will prophesy.

      Your young men will see visions,

      and your old men will dream dreams.

 18 In those days I will pour out my Spirit

      even on my servants—men and women alike—

      and they will prophesy.

 19 And I will cause wonders in the heavens above

      and signs on the earth below—

      blood and fire and clouds of smoke.

 20 The sun will become dark,

      and the moon will turn blood red

      before that great and glorious day of the Lord arrives.

 21 But everyone who calls on the name of the Lord

      will be saved.’[c]

 22 “People of Israel, listen! God publicly endorsed Jesus the Nazarene[d] by doing powerful miracles, wonders, and signs through him, as you well know. 23 But God knew what would happen, and his prearranged plan was carried out when Jesus was betrayed. With the help of lawless Gentiles, you nailed him to a cross and killed him. 24 But God released him from the horrors of death and raised him back to life, for death could not keep him in its grip. 25 King David said this about him:

   ‘I see that the Lord is always with me.

      I will not be shaken, for he is right beside me.

 26 No wonder my heart is glad,

      and my tongue shouts his praises!

      My body rests in hope.

 27 For you will not leave my soul among the dead[e]

      or allow your Holy One to rot in the grave.

 28 You have shown me the way of life,

      and you will fill me with the joy of your presence.’[f]

Notice that when the Holy Spirit comes on the scene, the first thing He does is put the spotlight on Jesus! He inspires Peter to take the Scriptures and make a beeline to the cross, exalting Jesus in His death, burial and resurrection. The result? 3000 people came to faith from that one sermon. Some unusual things had certainly happened on that day,  but in the end, there was no doubt that God was in charge!

Now I know there may be some of you who are still saying “I just don’t believe in all that.” But don’t you wish you did?  A.W. Tozer said that “The Spirit-filled life is not a special deluxe edition of Christianity. It is part and parcel of the total plan of God for His people.” 

Friends, please don’t let unbelief, fear, pride or anything else keep you from everything God has for you. If you ask Him for bread, He is not going to give you a stone.  And above all, never forget what made it all possible:

 “…unless a kernel of wheat is planted in the soil and dies, it remains alone. But its death will produce many new kernels—a plentiful harvest of new lives.” 
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