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So Christ has now become the High Priest over all the good things that have

come. He has entered that greater, more perfect Tabernacle in Heaven, which

was not made by human hands and is not part of this created world. With His

own blood-not the blood of goats and calves- He entered the Most Holy place

once and for all time and secured our redemption forever.-Hebrews 9:11-12, New

Living Translation

I. The Old Testament Priesthood (Kohen)

A. Originated in the Garden

1. Animals sacrificed for Adam and Eve's sin (Genesis 3:21)

2. Other examples

A. Job (Job 1:5)

B. Abraham (Genesis 12:7) 
C. Isaac (Genesis 26:25) 
D. Jacob (Genesis 35:1-3)

II. Priesthood under the Law

A. Israel to be a Kingdom of Priests (Exodus 19:6)

B. Ordained to enter God's presence (Numbers 16:5)

C. Descended from Aaron (Exodus 6:18, 20; 28:1)

III. The High Priest (Kohen Gadol)

A. Chief duty was to present sacrifice on Day of Atonement (Leviticus 16)

IV. Jesus: Our High Priest

A. Jesus was made a High Priest after the Order of Melchisedec, who was Abraham's superior being a King and Priest (Hebrews 6:20; 7:1, 2, 11-17).
B. After Jesus died, he rose as the "Lord High Priest". The cross was the alter of sacrifice. He fulfilled that which had been a shadow and a symbol of the reality to come (Hebrews 10:1) C. Jesus' sacrifice satisfied God's claims of justice
1. God the Father saw the travail of His (Jesus) soul and was

satisfied (Isaiah 53:10-12).

2. We were reconciled to God (Romans 5:10,11).

V. Why did Jesus die on the cross?

· To free us from "Sin" (Man's Sin Nature)

· To free us from "Sins" (Acts, Deeds or Wrong Doing)

In order for our "Sin Nature" to be eradicated and for us to be free from "Sins" Jesus had to become sin for us. - II Corinthians 5:21
 VI. Because of Jesus' death

A. The barrier to the Holy Place was torn in half (Matthew 27:50).

B. Now we are invited to "Come boldly" into God's presence (Hebrews 4:16).

C. Now all believers have a right to function as priest (Revelation 5:10).
VIII. The Resurrected Jesus now lives to be our:

A. Priestly Mediator- I Timothy 2:5

B. Intercessor- Romans 5:6-8; Hebrews 7:25 
C. Advocate- 1 John 2:1

What we have as Believers in Christ is "Better" than what the saints of old had under the Law.

"Having provided some Better thing for us that they without us should not be made perfect". -Hebrews 11:40
(1) Better Hope - Hebrews 7:19
(2) Better Testament or Covenant - Hebrews 7:22
 (3) Better Promises - Hebrews 8:6 
(4) Better Enduring Substance - Hebrews 10:34 
(5) Better Resurrection - Hebrews 11:35
